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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 02696 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PEPRSAYS 

SUBJECT: SITUATION IN SOUTH YEMEN 

REF: LONDON 1459 

BEAUMONT, FCO DESK OFFICER FOR SOUTHERN ARABIA, IS 
DEPARTING FEB 24 FOR A FIELD TRIP TO NORTH AND SOUTH 
YEMEN, ARRIVING IN SANA FIRST. DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO 
HAVE US POSE SOME PARTICULAR QUESTIONS ON THE SITUATION 
IN SOUTH YEMEN WHICH HE COULD TRY TO ANSWER FOR US 
DURING HIS VISIT THERE. WHILE BEAUMONT'S VISIT IS NOT 
A SUBSTITUTE FOR THE INDEFINITELY POSTPONED VISIT OF A 
BRITISH MISSION TO SOUTH YEMEN, IT WILL PROVIDE A TIMELY 
OPPORTUNITY FOR AN EMISSARY FROM LONDON TO SURVEY THE 
SCENE. AS OF FEB 15, BEAUMONT’S BOSS IN FCO, LUCAS, 

TOLD US FCO IS STILL TRYING TO DETERMINE RELIABLY FROM 
SAUDIS WHETHER THEY HAVE RESUMED OR ENDED ECONOMIC AID 
TO SOUTH YEMEN. 
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